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Julia Reed : Ham Biscuits, Hostess Gowns, and Other Southern Specialties: An Entertaining Life (with 
Recipes)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ham 
Biscuits, Hostess Gowns, and Other Southern Specialties: An Entertaining Life (with Recipes): 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyed it but ...By Cynthia GouletI enjoyed the book and looked 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0312359578


forward to trying the recipes. Liked the personal stories intermixed with the recipes. If you are a southerner you will 
certainly know where Julia is coming from with her comments. Liked the Kindle version enough to get a hard copy - 
can't get the iPad out of my husband's hands long enough to use in the kitchen! Sorry but can't use the original Kindle 
in the kitchen just not user friendly.Have now tried 3 of the recipes and I'm not impressed. Two have ended up in the 
trash and one was used out of desperation. Not planning to waste anymore time or money on the book. Sorry Julia - I 
really wanted to like it4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Fun read, with recipesBy DaisyI read most of 
this book while I was in the waiting room of an auto repair shop. It is a fun book, full of stories and a few recipes. The 
book is focused more on the humorous stories than the recipes, which is ok because it is not a cook book. But 
seriously, the title of the book includes "Ham Biscuits" and you can't include a recipe for ham or biscuits?0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Great Book, though the condition was NOT newBy Judith A. GordonI was having 
a discussion with a friend who grew up in Kentucky and when I saw this title it made me think of her! I enjoyed 
leafing thorugh the book - it also brought back many of my own memories of my Mom, who was raised in the south.A 
big downside for me, however, was that It was intended as a gift but my copy came with someone else's writing on the 
back cover. I clearly can't gift a marked-up book. That was disappointing. I was just going to let it go, but since I 
received this auto-survey request, I figured I might as well say how unhappy I was about that.aspect of my purchase. 
No offense to Julia Reed - the book is a hoot and a holler!

Julia Reed spends a lot of time thinking about ham biscuits. And cornbread and casseroles and the surprisingly modern 
ease of donning a hostess gown for one’s own party. In Ham Biscuits, Hostess Gowns and Other Southern Specialties 
Julia Reed collects her thoughts on good cooking and the lessons of gracious entertaining that pass from one woman to 
another, and takes the reader on a lively and very personal tour of the culinary—and social—South. In essays on 
everything from pork chops to the perfect picnic Julia Reed revels in the simple good qualities that make the Southern 
table the best possible place to pull up a chair. She expounds on: the Southerner’s relentless penchant for using gelatin; 
why most things taste better with homemade mayonnaise; the necessity of a holiday milk punch (and, possibly, a Santa 
hat); how best to “cook for compliments” (at least one squash casserole and Lee Bailey’s barbequed veal are key). She 
provides recipes for some of the region’s best-loved dishes (cheese straws, red velvet cake, breakfast shrimp), along 
with her own variations on the classics, including Fried Oysters Rockefeller Salad and Creole Crab Soup. She also 
elaborates on worthwhile information every hostess would do well to learn: the icebreaking qualities of a Ramos gin 
fizz and a hot crabmeat canapé, for example; the “wow factor” intrinsic in a platter of devilled eggs or a giant silver 
punchbowl filled with scoops of homemade ice cream. Ham Biscuits, Hostess Gowns and Other Southern Specialties 
another great book about the South from Julia Reed, a writer who makes her experiences in—and out of—the kitchen 
a joy to read. 

"Julia Reed is another Southern writer with a fine hand for storytelling and cooking. Though you'll want to cook from 
her book, first you'll want to take it to the porch hammock to read. Each tasty tale - from her collard green chronicle to 
her Frozen Assets anecdote on ice cream - will whet your appetite for more."--The Post and Courier (SC)“[A] 
charming collection. Reed's wit and her eye for the telling historical detail shine through.” –The Times Picayune "No 
matter what your tastes, Ham Biscuits has something to tempt your taste buds."--The Clarion Ledger 


