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all praised Great Teas of China: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy nicolas prassinosmarvelous book excellent condition 
perfect timing thank you0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerIt has good 
information about teas3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Short But SweetBy Jason O. WalkerIn 
centuries past, it took Western tea traders decades to figure out that the same plant could produce black, green, and 
wulong tea. The difference came in the harvest and processing. Fortunately, the modern reader can pick up Roy Fong's 
The Great Teas of China and learn how some of the most treasured teas on earth come to be.Fong's book tells the 
stories of teas' journeys. You almost get the impression that the book is written from the tea leaf's perspective. Few of 
the popular books on tea go into such detail on when teas are harvested, and how they are processed.Along the way, 
Fong relates how he came to be a part of the tea story. He includes anecdotes of meeting farmers, smelling rooms full 
of fresh tea being processed, and his first experiences of tasting teas.The book is interesting from a production 
perspective, especially considering Roy has begun work on creating his own California tea farm. From the tea 
drinker's and tea shopper's perspective, you are somewhat at a loss as to what to do with the book. Does knowing the 
production stages a tie guan yin tea goes through help one buy a better tea? Can a tea audience taste a tea, knowing 
which stage of harvest or production most shaped the nuances they enjoy in their cup?Aside from the enjoyment of 
learning it provides, The Great Teas of China validates Roy Fong's stance as a patriarch of the US loose leaf tea 
renaissance and the role of the Imperial Tea Court in that movement.

The Great Teas of China is the authoritative guide to the extraordinary tea world of China, written by the leading 
master tea merchant in the United States, Roy Fong. From hand-picked white teas from Fu Ding and expertly crafted 
oolongs from Taiwan, to patiently aged puerh from Yunnan and everything in between, Fong offers his insights on 
choosing, brewing, and enjoying more than a dozen of his favorite Chinese teas. Fongrsquo;s Imperial Tea Court 
teahouse in San Francisco has been an inspiration to a whole generation of tea enthusiasts, who visit from all over the 
world to enjoy the finest selection of Chinese teas available in America. The Great Teas of China is a very personal 
and accessible introduction to contemporary tea connoisseurship. The Great Teas of China includes detailed 
information about tea farming, local history and culture of tea-growing regions, and artisanal techniques for processing 
the leaves of Camellia sinensis, the flowering perennial at the hear of Chinese culture for thousands of years. In 1993, 
Hong Kong native Roy Fong and his wife, Grace, created the now famous Imperial Tea Court in San Francisco, 
California. He is widely recognized as an authority on Chinese tea and has written about tea for Kyoto Journal and Tea 
Magazine, been featured in numerous publications including The New York Times, Forbes, Gourmet, Wine Spectator, 
and Sunset Magazine, and has appeared on the National Public Radio program ldquo;Talk of the Nationrdquo; and in 
the film The Meaning of Tea. 

From the Inside FlapThe Great Teas of China is the authoritative guide to the extraordinary tea world of China, written 
by the leading master tea merchant in the United Stare, Roy Fong. From hand picked white teas from Fu Ding and 
expertly crafted oolongs from Taiwan, to patiently aged puerch from Yunnan and everything in between. Fong offers 
his insights on choosing. brewing, and enjoying over a dozen of his favorite Chinese teas. Fong's Imperial Tea Court 
teahouse in San Francisco has been an inspiration to a whole generation of tea enthusiasts, who visit from all over the 
world to enjoy the finest selection of Chinese teas available in America. The Great Teas of China is a very personal 
and accessible introduction to contemporary tea connoisseurship. The Great Teas of Chins includes detailed 
information about tea farming, local history and culture of tea growing regions, arid artisanal techniques for processing 
the leaves of Camellia sinensis the flowering perennial at the heart of Chinese culture for thousands of years. 
Illustrations with color photographs and maps In 1993, Hong Kong native Roy Fong and his wife Grace created the 
now famous Imperial 'Tea Court in San Francisco, California. He is widely recognized as an authority on Chinese tea 
and has written about tea for Kyoto Journal and Tea Magazine, been Featured in numerous publications including The 
New York Times. Forbes, Gourmet, Wine Spectator and Sunset Magazine, and has appeared on the National Public 
Radio program Talk of the Nation and in the film The Meaning of Tea. During his term as head of Research 
Development for the international Tea Masters Association, he spent several years directing and personally overseeing 
the award winning Lotus Heart Dragon Well tea program in the renowned West Lake area of Hangzhou, China In 
1997, an international jury awarded his Imperial Green tea First Place at the Tea Masters annual conference. There are 
now two Imperial Tea Court locations, in San Francisco's Ferry Building and in Berkeley, California. About the 
AuthorIn 1993, Hong Kong native Roy Fong and his wife, Grace, created the now famous Imperial Tea Court in San 
Francisco, California. He is widely recognized as an authority on Chinese tea and has written about tea for Kyoto 
Journal and Tea Magazine, been featured in numerous publications including The New York Times, Forbes, Gourmet, 
Wine Spectator, and Sunset Magazine, and has appeared on the National Public Radio program ldquo;Talk of the 
Nationrdquo; and in the film The Meaning of Tea.Excerpt. copy; Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. Tie 
Guan Yin Also Know as Iron Goddess of Mercy :Tie Guan Yin a renowned oolong from Fujian's Anxi County, bears a 



name and legend that relate to the Buddhist embodiment of compassion, Guan Yin. According to one of the many 
stories about the origin of this tea, one night, Guan Yin appeared to a farmer in a dream and told him that behind the 
local Buddhist temple was a treasure to be enjoyed generations if he shared it generously. What he found was a tea 
plant, and his devotion was rewarded with this uniquely flavored varietal. The word tie (Iron) may refer either to the 
reddish, oxidized edge of the processed leaf or the dark color of a well-fired leaf. Tie guan yin is known for its thick 
leaves, full of flavor that mix floral notes with nuttiness and occasionally an exotic peachiness, as well as a lingering, 
sweet aftertaste. 


