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Gene Logsdon : Good Spirits: A New Look at Ol' Demon Alcohol  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Good Spirits: A New Look at Ol' Demon Alcohol: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you're a Gene Logsdon fan, you'll love this bookBy Christina 
OgdenThis book is a perfect example of why Gene Logsdon makes such a good read Full of personal, practical, 
historical and philosophical notes, one can't help but learn while laughing. Just read it!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Husband's bookBy SunnyMy husband had read this book and wanted a copy to add to his 
library. According to him it is a great book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Jeff 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1890132667


ScottVery informative and fun read.....

Here we go. Gene "The Contrary Farmer" Logsdon has taken on some controversial subjects in his time, but this time 
he has bitten off ("sipped on" doesn't sound right) a topic bound to raise strong feelings on both sides of society's 
moral boundary lines. His subject is alcohol and its traditional role on the family homestead. Not surprisingly, Gene 
speaks the bare-naked truth, and finds a lot more good than bad to say about booze. Alcohol has historically played a 
significant role in agricultural life. In colonial times it was the most "liquid" alternative to hard currency as a means of 
exchange. Alcohol was the most reliable, safest, and most convenient way to store the grain harvest, and was an 
integral commodity on nearly every farmstead. Because it was so valued--does this surprise us?--the government 
muscled in, looking for its own piece of the action. George Washington was the first of many politicians to regulate 
alcohol as a means to generate revenues and gain political control. Good Spirits is a rare and brave revisionist view of 
history. Logsdon is a master at exposing the absurdity of the commonplace. Does it really make sense that the 
government can make it illegal for us to combine common substances (grain, water, and yeast) on our own property? 
Can it be true that every war effort in the nation's history has been fueled literally and figuratively by alcohol and the 
tax revenues it produces? Why must the farmer fund the government that oppresses him? In between good-natured 
tirades, Logsdon makes sure the reader learns some valuable lessons. He tells us how to make beer; he teaches the 
rudiments of distilling; he interviews Booker Noe (patron of America's First Family of bourbon) to tell us how to sip 
and tell; and he adds lively tales from alcohol's quasi-legitimate past. This is vintage Contrary Farmer: 100-proof, 
single-barrel select. Good Spirits is outrageous, entertaining, enlightening, and an eye-poppingly interesting, natural 
and holistic look at the role of alcohol. You will savor this book like a snifter of Calvados, the double-distilled apple 
brandy of Normandy that evaporates on the tongue like a heavenly ambrosia. Heady stuff, but delicious when 
consumed in moderation.
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consumed in moderation.About the AuthorOver the course of his long life and career as a writer, farmer, and 
journalist, Gene Logsdon published more than two dozen books, both practical and philosophical, on all aspects of 
rural life and affairs. His nonfiction works includenbsp;Gene Everlasting, A Sanctuary of Trees,nbsp;andnbsp;Living 
at Naturersquo;s Pace.nbsp;He wrote a popular blog,nbsp;The Contrary Farmer,nbsp;as well as an award-winning 
column for the Carey, Ohio,nbsp;Progressor Times. Gene was also a contributor tonbsp;Farming 
Magazinenbsp;andnbsp;The Draft Horse Journal.nbsp;He lived and farmed in Upper Sandusky, Ohio, where he died in 
2016, a few weeks after finishingnbsp;his finalnbsp;book,nbsp;Letter to a Young Farmer. 


